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A recent article on the Baptist News Global website caught my at-
tention. It mentioned a reason that someone, possibly others, had left 
the church. There are many reasons being reported for the decline in 
attendance in churches and in giving. Just in the last few weeks, the 
Southern Baptist Convention announced they’d be recalling nearly 15% 
of their overseas missionaries in a budget savings endeavor. This short-
fall is likely connected to a decline in membership. What has befallen 
them is taking place across denominational lines. 

And with this drop in attendance and in the coffers, experts have 
suggested the root causes as they see them. Well, one I never heard 
mentioned was highlighted in the article on the Baptist News website. A 
lady, one who felt as if she had found something to replace her partici-
pation in the church, discovered a new spiritual discipline that she said 
allowed her better communion time with God. She declared that color-
ing led her to a place of peace and allowed her the ability to transcend 
her own thoughts so that God’s could come in. By losing herself while 
she colored carefully within the lines, she found that she could more 
attentively be with God. 

Well, as the article stated, this is a growing trend. Now, don’t get too 
startled. I’m not sure that coloring books will replace Bibles or hym-

The Coloring Book
nals anytime soon, but the act of coloring got me wondering. What 
this lady found was something that allowed her to be open and honest 
with God. Through mindlessly moving the crayon across the page, 
she was able to listen intently without the distractions that normally 
impeded her time. 

What got me thinking was her intentionality and effort in trying to 
find a way to be with God. I wonder if we do the same. In a recent Bible 
study on the topic of faith, the author of the study talked about how 
he would too often rely upon his own mind and reasoning instead of 
relying on God’s. And, to be honest he noted, he rarely even thought to 
consult God on matters in his life. There was a void in their relationship 
and he felt as if that gap hindered other parts of his life, too.

So, I’m not suggesting we fill all the Sunday School boxes with cray-
ons to hand out to members, but I am asking you to think about your 
intentional engagement with God. Are you seeking time with Him? Are 
you trying to make yourself open and ready to listen when He speaks? 
Have you found a daily or repeated practice that allows you to be com-
pletely His while you are together? Finding that method and practice is 
not as easy as coloring by numbers, but when it is sought and achieved, 
it will make all the difference.  ~Thomas Quisenberry
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Pointing Fingers
One of my favorite Contemporary Christian songs is 

Jesus, Friend of Sinners (it is also a favorite of many in 
our Youth Choir). It was performed originally by the group 
Casting Crowns. I like it for several reasons. First, it calls to 
mind the great hymn Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners, 
which is sung to the greatest of tunes - HYFRYDOL. Also, in 
a genre that is so dominated by lyrics that center only on 
the individual, this text is corporate: Jesus, Friend of Sin-
ners, we have strayed so far away..., help us reach with 
open hearts and open doors, ...break our hearts for what 
breaks Yours.

Additionally, this text is filled with great imagery: We cut 
down people in your name, but the sword was never ours 
to swing. Open our eyes to the world at the end of our 
pointing fingers. A plank-eyed saint with dirty hands 
and a heart divided. It is this last image that has always 
stuck in my head. The passage from Luke (and Matthew) 
about pointing out the speck in your neighbor’s eye, when 
you don’t acknowledge the log (or plank) in your own; what 
a powerful indictment about the way we judge others. 

In a daily devotion last week through the app, Pray as You 
Go, I heard a new perspective on this scripture. This writ-
er emphasized that the passage refers to the speck in your 
neighbor’s eye (some translations say “brother’s”). So our 
impulse to judge others is greatest with those we are clos-
est to. How often do we find ourselves being the cruelest to 
those we love? Why? May God open our eyes to the world 
at the end of our pointing fingers. May our hearts be led 
by mercy. ~Jeff Parker

Church Picnic at Dogwood, September 6



Wednesday,  September  23
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Called  Church  Conference  -‐  Budget 5:40PM
Preschool  Music/Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choir 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion  Group) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  September  24
ESL  (English)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  September  25
Parent/Child  Camping  Trip
Saturday,  September  26
Parent/Child  Camping  Trip
English  (ESL)  Classes   4:00PM
Sunday,  September  27
Parent/Child  Camping  Trip
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
Fusion  Support  Group 12:15PM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  September  28
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  September  29
Hands  &  Feet  Planning  Lunch 11:30AM
Wednesday,  September  30
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music/Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choir 6:00PM
Deacon  OrdinaYon  Council 6:10PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  October  1
ESL  (English)  Classes 9:30AM
First  Friends  Luncheon 11:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  October  2
Parents'  Night  Out 6:00PM
Saturday,  October  3
English  (ESL)  Classes   4:00PM
Sunday,  October  4
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship  -‐  World  Communion 11:00AM
Dogwood  Commi[ee 12:15PM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  October  5
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  October  6
Hearts  &  Hands  Mission  Group 9:30AM
First  Tuesday  Book  Group   6:00PM
Wednesday,  October  7
First  Friends  Council 11:00AM
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music/Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choir 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion  Group) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team 7:15PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM

On the Calendar
Sept./Oct. 2015

Deacon Ordination
Three of our newly elected Dea-

cons are candidates for ordination: 
Jeanne Baucom, Doug Eaves and 
Anna Thomas. The Ordination 
Council will be held on Wednesday 
evening, September 30, at 6:00PM 
in the Fellowship Hall. Ordination 
will occur as part of Worship on 
Sunday, October 18, at 11:00AM.

Deacon Officers 
2015-16

Chair - Laura Warren

Chair-Elect - Jeff Laseter

Vice Chair,
Committee on Committees - 

Jim Schwall

Vice Chair, Congregational 
Care - Annette White

Secretary - Melissa Laseter

Our classes for Bridge of Hope, 
a ministry to help women toward 
a better future, started Monday, 
September 14. We have wonderful 
new mentors and new participants. 
Here are two ways some of you can 
help us without an on-going com-
mitment: 1) we need help creating 
a Facebook page; 2) our church 
has been asked to provide a meal 
one night this fall. We will feed 
about 30 people at this meal. If you 
could help prepare a meal (date to 
be determined), please contact Syl-
via Colvin at 423.240.6456.

Bridge of Hope

SFIRST FRIENDS LUNCHEON
Thursday, October 1, 11:30AM

Fellowship Hall
Chattanooga Churches under Siege

(1861-1865)
A presentation by

Clint Cooper & David Cooper

The $6 lunch is Taco Salad and Apple Crunch. Make your 
reservations by Sunday, September 27, by signing up in your 
classroom on Sundays, on the sheet available at your table 
during Wednesday suppers, or by contacting Frances Marandi 
(423.648.2543/frances@fbcchattanooga.org).
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Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  9/6/2015     ATTENDANCE  FOR  9/13/2015  
207   Worship         225   Worship  
   10   Worship  Care                 4   Worship  Care  
217   WORSHIP  TOTAL      229   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
216   Sunday  School        239   Sunday  School  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  9/6/15   $  21,848.25  
Other  receipts  on  9/6/15   1,355.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  9/6/15   $  23,203.25  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  9/13/15   $  14,016.33  
Other  receipts  on  9/13/15   553.06  
   Total  for  week  as  of  9/13/15   $  14,569.39  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

Sept.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $932,214.23  
Sept.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $1,024,168.58  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    91,954.35)  
   As  of  9/15/15  
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